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https://www2.ed.gov/policy/rights/guid/ocr/disabilityoverview.html
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects.html


 

 
 

3 

Long COVID under Section 504 and the IDEA 

existing disability, to COVID- 19, or to both.  If these symptoms persist in the form of long 
COVID, these children or students may need new or different related aids and services, 
specialized instruction, or reasonable modifications. Other children or students may be found 
eligible for services under IDEA and/or Section 504 for the first time because of the adverse 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8/c/9
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B. Child Find and Initial Evaluation Procedures under IDEA  Part B  

Similarly, Child Find for IDEA Part B requires public agencies to implement policies and 
procedures ensuring that all children with disabilities who need special education and related 
services are identified, located, and evaluated, regardless of the severity of the disability. 
This includes, for example, children who may have been identified as a child with a disability 
under the IDEA category of other health impairment as a result of contracting COVID -19 
(e.g., long COVID or multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children, known as MIS-
C) .22  Child Find activities typically involve a screening process to determine whether the 
child should be referred for a full evaluation to determine eligibility for special education and 
related services. If the public agency suspects the child may have a disability under IDEA, it 
must seek the parent’s consent to conduct an initial evaluation. That  evaluation must be 
consistent with IDEA’s requirements  and conducted within 60 days of receiving parental 
consent or within the State- established timeline. At the completion of the evaluation, a 
group of qualified professionals and the child’s parent determine whether the child is a child 
with a disability as defined in IDEA and, if yes, identify the educational needs of the child . 

C. Evaluation Procedures  under Section 504  

Under Section 504, schools must conduct an evaluation in a timely manner of any student 
who needs or is believed to need special education or related services because of a 
disability. 23  The evaluation of a student must be individualized and not make any 
conclusions based on the child’s diagnosis alone. Once the evaluations are completed, a 
group of people knowledgeable about the child and the child’s evaluation data and 
placement options (for example, the child’s parents, school nurses, teachers, counselors, 
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If a student is eligible for services or reasonable modifications under Section 504, schools 
often record those services and modifications in a document called a Section 504 plan .27  
Under Section 504, for example, a group of knowledgeable people may determine that a 
student requires a reasonable modification to the attendance policy to receive excused 
absences for long COVID -related illness or medical appointments beyond the initial period of 
illness . 

Postsecondary Education Students 
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Language Assistance: On reques t, this publication is available in alternate formats, such as  
Braille or large print.  For more information, please contact the Department’s  Alternate 
Format Center at 202-2 60-0 818 or alternateformatcenter@ed.gov.  If you have difficulty 
understanding English and need more information about interpretation or translation 
services, please call 1-8 00-U SA-L EARN (1-8 00- 872-5 327) (TTY: 1-800-8 77-8 339), em ail us 
at Ed.Language.Assis tance@ed.gov, or write to U.S. Department of Education, Information 
Resource Center, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20202.  

About t he D epartment of Education’s O ffice for C ivil Rights ( OCR) a nd O ffice of Special 
Education 

mailto:alternateformatcenter@ed.gov
mailto:Ed.Language.Assistance@ed.gov
https://www2.ed.gov/osers
http://www.ed.gov/ocr
http://www.ada.gov/


https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-3.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-reopening-202105.pdf
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mis-c/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects.html
https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-providers/civil-rights-covid19/guidance-long-covid-disability/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-providers/civil-rights-covid19/guidance-long-covid-disability/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
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19 In addition, if a person with long COVID has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having 
such an impairment, the person would meet the definition of disability under Section 504.  
20  34 C.F.R. § 303.303. 
21 In this document, parent refers to both parents and guardians.  
22 34 C.F.R. § 300.111. 
23 34 C.F.R. § 104.35.  
24  34 C.F.R. § 104.35(c).  
25 34 C.F.R. § 104.35(d).  A reevalu ation procedure consistent with the IDEA is one means of meeting 
this Section 504 requirement.  
26 Parentally - 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

The Department of Education's mission is to promote 
student achievement and preparation for global  

competitiveness by fostering educational excellence 
and ensuring equal access.  

www.ed.gov  
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