Board Policy 4.30.040-P

Students’ Rights Regarding
Searches of Person and
» Property

1. Purpose

The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a safe school environment while
respecting the privacy rights of students. The purpose of this policy is to preserve and
foster a safe, non- disruptive educational environment for effective teaching and
learning, to maintain a safe school climate, and to achieve these objectives consistent

with the law.
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similar areas and also provides students certain technology, software, and internet
access (collectively, “District Property”). Students do not have an expectation of privacy
in District Property. School officials are permitted to search District Property or other
non-student property as needed and without reasonable suspicion,
student/parent/guardian consent, or notification. They are also permitted to inspect
unidentified items found on PPS property without reasonable suspicion.

Students and parents/guardians shall be notified of the District’s policy regarding search
and seizure in readily-available materials, such as the Student Handbook [insert link].
Students and parents/guardians will also be notified of complaint procedures available
to them.

4. Parent/Guardian Notice

Parents/guardians shall also be notified and must provide consent before any law
enforcement conducts an interview of a student who is the subject of an investigation
taking place on District premises. Parents/guardians of potential withesses or victims
shall also be notified before law enforcement officers conduct an interview on District
premises, although administrators may make exceptions in instances where this notice
may deter a student who is the victim of a crime from reporting. Pursuant to Oregon law,
parents/guardians may not be notified when the child is interviewed as a suspected
victim of child abuse. In situations where there is an imminent threat to safety or
security, there may not be an opportunity to notify parents prior to law enforcement
intervention. By law, school administrators may not interfere with the arrest of students.

5. Tracking system

The District will develop a tracking system and report its findings to the Board on an
annual basis. In order to comply with PPS Racial Educational Equity Policy to eliminate
racial disproportionality in discipline, the tracking system should include demographic
information on the searches conducted by each school, the object of the search, and
other indicators which will help to identify, analyze, and monitor disparities.

6. Process
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other details on the implementation of this policy, please see the related
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