DearPPSSixthGradeFamiliesand Guardians:

We are pleasedhat PortlandPublicSchoolswill be offering Outdoor Schoolasan option for all of our sixth
gradestudentsacrosshe district this schoolyear,carryingon atradition of more than 50 years.

Theprogramis run by the Multnomah EducationServiceDistrict(MESDand offered duringthe fall and spring
eachschoolyear.

In the past,the state hasnot providedanyfundingto supportthe Outdoor School Program. In November
2016,0regonvotersapprovedMeasure99to createthe Outdoor SchooEducationFund,a dedicatedfund
out of the OregonStateLottery.

Whilethe legislaturedid not fully fund the program,the investmentthat the state did maketo fund the
programat approximately50%uwill allow PPSo waivethe $85fee that it hasbeentraditionally chargedto
coverassociatedtoststo the programsuchastransportationand substituteteachers.

We hopethat waivingthis fee will help makethis programtruly accessibldor all studentsand helpfulfill the
intent of votersto allow “EveryOregonstudentin the fifth or sixth



