
P R O G R A M  A T  A  G L A N C E :

Early Kindergarten Transition

Early Kindergarten Transition (EKT) is a program that serves 

i n c o m i n g  k i n d e r g a r t e n e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

Students who participated in the Early Kindergarten Transition 

(EKT) program had higher attendance rates.

A larger proportion of EKT students met benchmarks for the 

DIBELS test, a measure of early literacy.

W H A T  I S  T H E  E A R L Y  K I N D E R G A R T E N  T R A N S I T I O N  P R O G R A M ?

The Early Kindergarten Transition (EKT) program is a free 3 week summer 
program for incoming Kindergarten students at Title I schools. Located at the 
school that the child will attend in the fall, children practice school routines 
and expectations with a kindergarten teacher from the school while parents 
meet regularly, begin relationships with each other and school staff, and 
learn how to support their child’s learning in the home. As a result, families 
who might otherwise struggle with the start of school become classroom and 
school leaders. Since the pilot, other Multnomah County school districts have 
replicated EKT with SUN Community Schools as the coordinating entity. 

The EKT program has three main programmatic goals:

 Increase parental involvement in their child’s learning; 
 Reduce chronic absenteeism in Kindergarten; and 
 Promote children’s success in school. 

EKT is a community-wide program that brings early childhood and school 
partners together to promote successful kindergarten transitions for children 
and their families in Schools Uniting Neighborhoods (SUN) Community 
schools. PPS piloted this program in 2010 at Woodmere and Whitman schools. 
Soon after schools and districts replicated the model; now there are 41 schools 
that have EKT county wide, 14 of which are in Portland Public Schools. At 




